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And meanwhile his affairs went to ruin through
neglect. And hearing of his proceedings his rela-
tions came to him in the desert9 and said : What is
this that you are doing ? What madness has smitten
you? Do you not know that this is the mirage, and
that you are wasting your time in pursuing phan-
toms while your wealth goes to ruin? But he
answered: What are words in comparison with the
testimony of the eyes ? Do I not see the city and
its water as I see you yourselves? Then how can
it be a delusion? Then his relations flew into a
rage, and said : You fool, it is the mirage. But
he said : If it is nothing, then how can I see it ?
Explain this to me. But they could not. So they
abused him and laughed at him, and went away
leaving him alone in the desert. And he remained
there, spending his all in purchasing camels, and
every day pursuing that city till it disappeared.
And this he continued to do, till his wealth was
exhausted, and his camels died, and he himself was
lost and died In the desert, and the sun whitened
his bones.

Then his story went abroad, and the people said :
What difficulty is there in this? The sun of the
desert made him mad. But his relations said: Out
on this madman ! he has destroyed us with his folly.